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Notes fob Beginners. 179 

vowels, fifty-five are long vowels. The long vowels are nearly twice as numerous 
as the short vowels, and three and a half times as numerous as the half-vowels. 
In this calculation no account has been taken of PathSh-f urtive, and no distinc- 
tion made between simple (vocal) and compound S"wa. 
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The Nominative Absolute.— A construction not sufficiently emphasized in 
most grammars, and one worthy of careful study is that of the Nominative Abso- 
lute. 1 Consider the subject in the following way: (1) Note the use of t^MI i n 
Gen. xxviii., 13, and find a similar construction in Gen. xxvi., 15; Deut. n.,23; 
xiv., 27; Josh, ix., 12. (2) Note the use of DpJJ> in Gen. xxxiv., 8 and find a 
similar construction in Deut. xxxii., 4; xxxm., 17; 1 Sam. in., 11. (3) Note 
the use of J"0*J3 tJ^Xil in Judg. xvn., 5 and find a similar construction in Lev. 

T T 

vii., 7, 33 ; Job xxn., 8. (4) Note the use of ^{< in Gen. xvn., 4 and find a sim- 
ilar construction in Gen. xxiv., 27 ; xlii., 11 ; Deut. xvm., 14. 

Now study the phrases D*rf?Nn N1H ffiiT Jehovah, he (is) the God; 

v: t t : 

tyfl^n Kill Dili ^e blood, that is the life. What is called the copula in these 
phrases, viz., £$1/7, is really the subject of which Q^n^Nn i n one case an< i EJ'GJn 
in the other is the predicate ; while the first word in each phrase is strictly speak- 
ing a nominative absolute, although logically the subject of the sentence. Com- 
pare with this similar cases in Gen. ii., 14, 19; ix., 18; xv., 2; Isa. ix., 14; 
xxxiii., 6. 

The following statement will serve now as a summing up of the matter : For 
the sake of emphasis and for the avoidance of unwieldy sentences a noun or pro- 
noun is frequently placed at the beginning of the sentence with, strictly speaking, 
no grammatical relation to [the other words of the sentence, but represented in 
the body of the sentence by a pronominal suffix. This noun or pronoun may be 
logically the object of the sentence, or its subject, or the object of a preposition ; 
or standing as the logical subject, it may be resumed [by the pronoun ffift which 
then, though really the grammatical subject of the following predicate, is equiv- 
alent, or nearly so, to a copula. 

Other particulars might be noted, but for the first study, this is sufficient. 



The Word 3*? or 32 1 ?- - Many students never take up their dictionary ex- 

T " 

cept to examine it with reference to something which has come up at the very 



i See, however, Appendix V. 1, The Casus Pendens in Driver's Use of the Tenses in Hebrew, 
upon which this is based. 
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moment of examination. To read a dictionary, to study a word in all its various 
usages, without having at the time any particular purpose in view, is, in the opin- 
ion of this class, a sheer waste of time. But the fact is, these men make a great 
mistake. He who would know a language, must study its words one by one, 
and exhaustively. As an exercise of this kind let us take the Hebrew word for 
" heart " ^> or 3^. Take it up as follows : 

(1) Ascertain from the lexicon the various forms of the word which it assumes 
in inflection. 

(2) By means of a concordance, study up the occurrence of the word. How 
often does 3*J occur ? How often ^^ ? I n what books is either form most com- 
mon i> Where is the phrase my heart, his heart found most often ? 

(S) Ascertain its fundamental meaning. Does the root from which it comes 
mean to cover, to envelop, or to be fatf Are there any roots of similar form and 
meaning ? 

(4) So far as you may be acquainted with the cognate languages, search out 
the words which correspond etymologically to that which is under consideration. 

(5) Ascertain also, if you are able, the words generally used to translate the 
word 2 s ? (and 52 1 ?) m tne Septuagint, the Targums, the Peshitto, and the Vul- 
gate. 

(6) Look up any synonyms of this word which occur, noting particularly, by 
means of a concordance, any other words or expressions for which the translation 
"heart " is given in the English Bible. 

(7) Now study the usage of the word, noting (a) its use in a physiological 
sense ; (6) its use in the sense of self; (c) with the signification midst; (d) its use in 
the sense of life; (e) as the seat of the affections and emotions, and so of love, sor- 
row, confidence, contempt, despair, bitterness, etc. ; (/) as referring to disposition, 
character, and so described as high, great, double, crafty, froward, contumacious, 
sincere, upright, faithful, clean, perverse, etc., etc ; (g) as referring to will, pur- 
pose, and so in the sense of desire, determination, pleasure; [h) as referring to intel- 
ligence, wisdom, understanding. 

(8) Collect any idioms containing the word, which are worthy of special 
note; e. g., speak upon tlie heart, place upon the heart, pour out the heart, a heart 
and a heart, a fat heart, the heart knouoeth, steal the heart. 

In this work observe two general rules, viz. : (a) study closely and classify the 
largest possible number of texts ; (6) constantly compare with the usage of ^ in 
Hebrew the corresponding usage of " heart " in English. 



Circumstantial Clauses. — It often takes the beginner a long time to appreci- 
ate what grammarians call the circumstantial clause or sentence. This kind of 



